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Mr* Arena: Please identify yourself by name, 

residence and occupation? 

Mrs. Foster: My name is Carol H. Foster and I live 
at 96 Wellington Street, Nashua, Hew Hampshire. I am a house- 
wife and a part time professional photographer. 

Mr. Arena: Mrs. Foster, are you now a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. 

Mr. Arens: I expect, Mrs. Foster, in the course of 
the interrogation to get into a number of items respecting 
your career in the Communist Party; but for the present pur- 
poses, may I ask, do you have any ideological sympathies with 
the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster: No. 

Mr. Arens: Your identification and service with the 
Communist Party is and has been solely and exclusively as an 
under cover operative for the FBI, is that correct? 

Mrs. Foster: That is correct. 

Mr. Arens: When were you last active as a member of 

the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster: My last contact with the Communist 

Party was in 1952. 

Mr. Arens: But you have not been notified since then- 
Mrs. Foster: Not officially by the Communist Party 

that I was dropped. 



3 

Mr. Arens: You would have to be dropped officially, 
I would assume, at a meeting, from the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Poster: They called in the cards, of course, 
when the Party went under ground, and for at least two years 
after that I was still active at meetings. Then everything 
just sort of petered away. 

Mr. Arens: Kindly give us Just a brief sketch of 
your own personal background. 

Mrs. Foster: Well, I was born in Boscawen, Mew 
Hampshire, in 1913. I grew up there and went to the public 
schools through the 4th grade and then I went to private schools 
from there on # I graduated from the Walnut High School in 
Natick, Massachusetts, and went to a school in Cambridge for a 
year, business college, at Chocorua, New Hampshire, for another 
year, and worked for the Harris Entry Company for a year; and 
was married and have two sons. I have spent all these years in 
various projects, civil and professional. 

Mr. Arens: Please give us in your own words the facts 
and circumstances surrounding your initiation or Joining of the 
Communist Party. 

Mrs. Poster: They are very long. 

Mr. Arens: That is all right. 01 ve us a little back- 
ground how you were approached by the PBI, or you approached the 
FBI. 

Mrs. Poster: I approached the PBI for a Job while 
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living on Cape Cod, in the spring of 19^5$ and I was told that 
they could not take women; but that they did have a job that I 
could do which would be of great assistance to my country. 

Mr. Arena: You were then employed where? 

Mrs. Poster: I was employed by the Boscawen Patriot 
at the time as a reporter for the town I lived in and I took 
pictures down there for that newspaper. 

Mr. Arenss All right, then, Just tell us in your own 
words what happened? 

Mrs. Foster: The Agent that I met told me what I 
could do to help with the files on communists and it was 
practically the first time that I heard anything that meant 
anything to me about communists, and he asked me to think it 
over and asked if he could come and talk to me about it. I 
said yes, and about a week later he came to me and explained to 
me what they needed and how I could fit into the picture. I 
was the sort of thing that any good American wouldn't turn down 
so I said "yes*" not knowing what I was going to get into. 

Mr. ArenB: Just In your own words, summarize how you 
got into the Party. What were the devices by which you got 
into the Party? 

Mrs. Poster: The Agent helped me write a letter to 
Joseph Piguretto, who was the section organizer for New Bedford 
Massachusetts at the time, and tell him that I had heard him on 
the radio in Cape Cod and that I was very interested in what he 



was doing in the Communist Party, and that I would like very 
much to see him. So he wrote me and asked me to come and see 
him, which I did. I went several times to visit him, 
Mr. Arens: Where was that? 
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Mrs. Foster: That was in New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Arens: Tell us in your own words now, in summary 
form, what happened. 

Mrs. Foster: After visiting several times and at the 
end of the war, I moved back to New Hampshire and he suggested 
that I get in touch with the Party chairman in New Hampshire 
when I got back. I believe that he wrote a letter to her, Elva 
Chase Nelson and told her that I would be coming back and sug- 
gested to uie that I get in contact with her myself, and he told 
me how to do that. So, I don't recollect now, but I either 
wrote her or I went up to see her in her home in Washington, 
New Hampshire. We just talked about who I was and all tibout me 
because she was very curious to know why I wa3 Interested, in 
the Party, of course. 

Mr. Arena: Were you single at that time? 

Mrs. Foster: No, I was married at that time. I was 
married in 1936. 

Mr. Arens: Did your husband know of your activity? 

Mrs. Foster: He didn't know of it right away. I 
didn't tell him right away. 

Mr. Arens: All right, then go ahead now and tell us 
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in resume' form what happened. 

Mrs. Posters Well, shortly after this, probably in 
the late fall of «46, Mrs. Kelson cane down to see me and 
brought the industrial colonizer, Joy Clark. She is the one 
that married Joseph Piguretto. She brought Joy Clark to see 
me and told me she was working for the Party in Nashua covering 
all that area, and that I would be under her. 

Mr. Arens: Did you know Joy Clark as a communist? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens: Just go right ahead. 

Mrs. Poster: That was my introduction into the Party. 

Mr. Arens: Did you attend any Marxist classes in 
anticipation of your membership? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, I did. Joy Clark held two or 
three Marxist classes along with two or three other people. 

Mr. Arens: Where were they held? 

Mrs. Poster: South end of Nashua. 

Mr. Arens: What particular group did you first join? 
Mrs. Poster: Nashua. 

Mr. Arens: Did you obtain an office in the Nashua 

group? 

Mrs. Poster: I did, eventually. 

Mr. Arens: What office did you attain? 

Mrs. Foster: Secretary. 

Mr. Arens: As secretary, did you know who were the 
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key people and members of the Nashua group? 
Mrs. Foster: Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens: Do you now have with you the cards, the 
membership cards of the Nashua group? 

Mrs. Foster: I wouldnjt have the membership cards. 

Mr. Arens: You have submitted to us, in private ses- 
sion, the names of persons known by you to be members of the 
communist party who are in the Nashua group, is that correct? 

Mrs. Fosters I have. 

Mr. Arens: And I lay now before you, Mrs. Foster, 
the list. Is this the list? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. 

Mr. Arens: Do you here and now, while you are under 
oath, identify to a certainty, each person whose name appears 
on that list as a person known by you as a member of the Nashua 
group? 

Mrs. Foster i Yes. 

Mr. Arens: How long were you identified with the 

Nashua group? 

Mrs. Foster: All the time, the entire time. 

Mr. Arens: Would you kindly give us the name of 
each person known by you to be a member of the Nashua group of 
the Communist Party, and give us a word of description of that 
person? 

Mrs. Foster: Charle* Beebe, Holli»> New Hampshire. 
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Now we have people In surrounding towns, very close to Nashua, 
and they were a part of that group. 

Mr. Arena i Can you give us more identifying informs- 
tlon on Charles Beebe? 

Mrs. Foster: He was an old time communist who had 
never attended meetings hut helped out financially with the 
Party in Nashua. 

Mr. Arensz Was he a person with some affluence that 
could help out financially. 

Mrs. Poster t Yes, he was one of the leading families 
in Mollis, New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arena j Did you yourself collect money from Beebe? 

Mrs. Postert Yes, sir, I did. I collected his dues. 

Mr. Arens: And in addition to his dues, he also gave 
additional money? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, he did. 

Mr. Apens: Do you have any idea approximately how 
muoh he gave? 

Mrs. Poster: Over all the years from 1946 until 1951 
or »52, he gave money to the Party off and on in amounts from $5 
to $30 each time. 

Mr. Arens: Do you know where Charles Beebe resides 

now? 

Mrs. Poster: He resides in Hollis, New Hampshire. 
Mr. Arens: The next person who was a member of the 
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Nashua group? 

Mrs. Fosters Josepn Bolls. He was a member of the 
Communist Party. All the people that I mention are members of 
the Communist Party and were from the beginning. 

Mr. Arenas Can you give anything else about Joe 
Bolist where he was employed? 

Mrs. Fosters He was employed in a shoe shop. 

Nr. Arens: In Nashua? 

Mrs. Fosters In Nashua or Lowell and Manchester. 
They changed all the time, you see. 

Mr. Arens s He changed jobs quite often? 

Mrs, Foster: He changed jobs. 

Mr. Arens s The next name? 

Mrs. Fosters* Vic Bolls, brother. 

Mr. Arens s Where was Vic employed? 

Mrs. Fosters The same thing with him. I think he 
worked at Improved Paper for a while. 

Mr. Arens s And the next name? 

Mrs. Fosters Bill Bolls, another brother. 

Mr. Arenas There were three brothers, then? 

Mrs. Fosters Yea. 

Nr. Arenas Bill Bolls married? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes. 

Nr. Arenas Did ha also live in Nashua? 
Mrs. Fosters Yea, he did. 



Mr. Arena t And the next nam*? 

Mrs. Poster : Mikfc Bituroisj he was an old guard 
communist, socialist-communist in the beginning of my time and 
he never was very active because of his age. 

Mr. Arenst How old was he, approximately? 

Mrs. Foster: 60. 

Mr. Arena: The next name? 

Mrs. Poster: Joy Clark was an organiser placed by the 
Party in Nashua, New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens: You mentioned her previously. Why was 
she placed by the Party in New Hampshire? for what purpose? 

Mrs. Poster: For the purpose of organizing the workers 
and trying to get into the Unions, and influencing union members, 

Mr. Arens: She was sent by the Party to Nashua? 

Mrs. Foster: She was sent by the Party to Nashua out 
of the Boston office. 

Mr. Arens: Was she employed in Nashua? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, she was. 

Mr. Arens: Was she employed in industry? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. 

Mr. Arens: And she was sent to Nashua by the Com- 
munist Party to obtain employment in industry? 

Mrs. Foster: She was placed there in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. Louise D^browolski was chairman of the Nashua 
branch after Joy Clark left. 



Mr. Arens: How long did she remain chairman? 
Mrs. Poster: Probably about two years. She was a 
member of the oldest and largest communist family In Nashua, 
Mr. Arens : The next name? 

Mrs. Foster: Eddie Dobrowolskl. It would be the 
whole family. He was very active In the Nashua group. He took 
care of the Sunday workers in distributing them and helped out 
with the money for the running of that Nashua branch. 

Mr. Arens: The next name? 

Mrs. Poster: Kat«=» ijobrowolski, the mother of that 
family, was a good communist. She was employed in industry in 
Nashua and worked along with the unions and also paid her dues 
to me. 

Mr, Arens: These were all members of the Communist 
Party in the Nashua group, is that correct? 
Mrs. Poster: Yes. 
Mr. Arens: Please continue. 

Mrs. Foster: Charley i>rt>rowolBki, Jr., was a member. 

Mr. Arens: Are there any others? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. There is John »:«*horski. To my 
recollection, he was not a native of the United States. He was 
very helpful and a very good worker, and paid his dues to me 
and left two or three years after I first knew him, and went 
back to Poland. As far as I know, he is still there. 

Mr. Arens: In Poland? 
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Mim« Foster: Yea, with his wife. And then there is 
Benn;* k>skwicz, known as Benny the ice man. He conducted a 
business in Naahua and had hia ice house in Hudson, New Hampshire. 
He was an old timer and also very helpful when he wasn't drinking. 

Mr. Arensj Was he a citizen of the United States. 

Mrs. Foster: I have my doubts. I can check those 
definitely. 

Mr, Arens: But do you recall a conversation with 
Benny wherein he stated he was not a citizen? 

Mrs. Foster: Well, in the conversation with this 
Benny, he mentioned to me that many times he wanted to get on a 
boat and give up the business in Nashua and go back to the old 
country. 

Mr. Arena: Wa8 he going to sell his business? 

Mrs. Poster: He told me he had no papers and he had 
been here 52 years as a non-citizen, and he often heard from 
John Nahorski about how nice it was over in Warsaw. 

Mr. Arens: What would he do with the money from his 
business, did he tell you, if he sold it? 

Mrs. Foster: He would give a thousand dollars of it 
to the Communist Party and the rest of it I presume he would 
take with him. 

Mr. Arens: Are there any other names in the Nashua 

group? 

Mrs* Foster: Those are the main ones. 
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Mr. Arena i Mrs. Poster, in addition to the actual 
Communist Party members of the Nashua group, were there other 
persons who, though not communists, contributed heavily to the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster » That is right. 

Mr. Arena: And facilitated the work of the Communist 

Party? 

Mrs. Posters That is right. 

Mr. Arens: We do not, of course, want those names 
on this record, but you have talked to us privately on that? 
Mrs. Poster t Yes. 

Mr. Arena: What other entities of the Communist 
Party did you have official connection? 
Mrs. Poster? The state. 
Mr. Arens: That is the state committee. 
Mrs. Foster $ Yes. 

Mr. Arens: All right, how long did you have a post 
in the state committee. 
■ Mrs, Poster x Prom probably 19^8 until everything 

terminated in New Hampshire, all meetings. 

Mr. Arens: Until all the above ground activity went 
under ground? 

Mrs. Poster : Yes, a little bit after that. We held 
meetings after it went under ground. 

i 

, Mr. Arenst I see. Now, can you in comparable manner 
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give ub the names and a word of description of eaoh person known 
by you to have been on the state committee of Mew Hampshire? 
Mrs. Foster: Yes. 

Mr. Arenst Start right in. - 
Mrs. Posters Elva Chase Nelson was the chairman of 

the state committee. Muriel Qravelle was secretary of the 

state committee. Abraham Welanto. 

Mr. Arens: Can you give a brief word of description 

concerning each, where they worked and something about their 

background? 

Mrs. Poster: Siva Chase Nelson had been in the 
Communist Party since it started. 

Mr. Arens: In the United States? 

Mrs. Foster: In the United States j and she had 
helped the New Hampshire group from the beginning, as far as I 
know. 

Mr. Arens: Muriel Qravelle? 

Mrs. Foster: Muriel Gravelle lived in Concord and 
was taken into the Party and given high office in the Party, 
because of her activities and her deep interest in everything 
pertaining to the Party. She was a very active girl. 

Mr. Arens: Where was she employed? 

Mrs. Foster: She and her mother, she helped her 
mother in the Inn in Concord. She worked in the State House 
at one time in the early days. 
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Mr. Arens: She was employed with the State of New 
Hampshire at the State House? 

Mrs. Foster j Yes, she was. 

Mr. Apensj What were her duties and what was her 
capacity, if you know? 

Mrs. Poster: I don»t know. They have a lot of 
secretaries. I imagine it was a secretary in some department. 

Mr. Arens j Did she later leave Hew Hampshire? 

Mrs. Poster: Left New Hampshire, yes. 

Mr. Arens i What occasioned that? 

Mrs. Poster: She married Cliff McAvoy. They went 
to New York and he ran for city counsel. 

Mr. Arens: Abt welanco? 

Mrs. Poster: Abraham Welanco lived in Ware, New 
Hampshire. His wife married him and he Just appeared out of 
nowhere and attended all of our meetings. 

Mr. Arens: All the Communist Party meetings? 

Mrs. Poster: all the communist meetings. 

Mr. Arens: What was his professional occupation? 

Mrs. Poster: He was a lawyer by trade. 

Mr. Arens: Did he represent the Communist Party in 
New Hampshire legally? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, he did. I have only one Instance 

of that. 

Mr. Arenas He was on the New Hampshire state committee 
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of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, he was. 

Mr. Arena t Do you know where Welanco is now? 

Mrs. Foster: The last I heard of him, he was in 
California with his son, having left his wife and his home and 
his car behind. 

Mr. Arens: Do you know, why he left his home and 
family? Was it for domestic reasons or in connection with his 
Communist Party activity? 

Mrs. Foster: It was the concensus of opinion of the 
people I talked with in the Party that he was. a member of the 
underground and had left for that reason. 

Mr. Arens: The next member of the New Hampshire state 

committee? 

Mrs. Foster: Louise Dobrowolski, Nashua. 

Mr. Arens: You previously mentioned her. 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, she was with the Nashua group. 
She was chairman of the Nashua group, and therefore when she 
could, she attended the meetings. 

Mr. Arens: Was there another member of the state 

committee . 

Mrs. Foster: Quite a few. Harold Home attended 
some state committee meetings. 

Mr.. Arens: was he a member of the Communist Party? 
Mrs. Foster: Yes, he was. 
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Nr. Arena i Harold Hornet 

Mrs. Postert Yes. 

Mr. Arens: Where was he from? 

Mrs. Poa ten Berlin, Hew Hampshire. 

Mr. Arenas Were there any other members of the state 

committee* 

Mrs. Foster: Charles Chase, son of Elva Chase Kelson, 
and a student at the University of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arena: He was a student at the time? 

Mrs. Foateri Yea, along with his wife, Dorothy » and 
they attended whenever they could. They carried on Communist 
Party activities in the University of Hew Hampshire, 

Mr. Arena: Do you have any more specific details 
concerning the activities at the University of Hew Hampshire? 

Mrs. Foster: I Just know he worked on interesting 
other students in the Communist Party and in the Communist Party 
line while there aa a student. 

Mr. Arena: Was a group of the Communist Party at the 
time at the University of Hew Hampshire, to your knowledge? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, there was. 

Mr. Arena: Would you have had occasion to become 
acquainted with any of these individuals? 

Mrs. Foster: I have met some of them. 

Mr. Arena: Can you recall any of the names? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, there were, as far aa I know, that 
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were known to me ae ooaesunlsts. 

Mr, Arenas Who were they? 

Mrs. Foetert Charley and hie wife Dottle and Seymour 

Sargent. And there wae Join> Connors. 

Mr. Arena j They wer* members of the Communist tarty 

at the University of New Hampshire? 

Mrs, Poster: They were mentioned to me ae being 

members . 

Mr. Arena t Someone told you they were members of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes. 

Mr. Arena t Who told you? 

Mrs, Fosters Muriel Gravelle. 

Mr, Arena s Did you ever personally meet any of these 
individuals? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes. 

Mr. Arenas Who previously mentioned John Connors. 
Did you ever meet in a closed Communist Party meeting with 
Connors? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, at Abraham Welanco'a house. Sid 
doldenberg was another one. 

Mr. ArenB: Give us a word of characterization, please? 

Mrs. Foster: He was a communist living in Berlin, New 
Hampshire and a leader of the Berlin group, representing that 
area. Charles Chase represented the coastal area, I represented 
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the Nashua area, the southern area of the state. That is how 
the state committee was made up. 

Mr. Arens: Were there any other members of the state 
committee of the Communist Party in New Hampshire? 

Mrs. Poster: A lot of people were there. Oliver 
Chase and his wife, the son of Blva Chase Nelson, was quite 
otten at the meetings as he lived up there with his mother— near 
his mother. And Hornet Chase, former chairman of the Georgia 
Communist Party, after he returned to New Hampshire, was at the 
meetings, state meetings. Of course, Joy Clark went to these 
meetings and took me with her in the early days. Mary Welanco 
sometimes attended these meetings, especially when they were 
held in her own home. She was the wife of Abraham Welanco. She 
was not very active in the Party. 

Mr. Arens: How serious is the Communist Party In the 
New England area. 

Mrs. Foster: I think it is very serious. 

Mr. Arens: Why? 

Mrs. Foster: Well, it is very serious because the 
members of the Communist Party there are trying and will always 
be trying to build up again as soon as they feel it is safe to 
do so. The investigations that we have had sort of hushed It 
up for a while and forced it under ground. 

Mr. Arens: How far under ground is the Party? 

Mrs. Foster: I don't think it is too far under ground 
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because they still continue to have meetings In the Boston area 
and the New Bedford area to which the top Communists In New 
Hampshire go occasionally. 

Mr, Arens i Now, from the standpoint of functioning, 
what does the Communist Party do functionally, that is, a threat 
to the country, that is your colonization? 

Mrs, Postert Well, functionally, they try to under- 
mine all the things that people in the United States hold dear. 

Mr. Arena j Do they Join non-communist organizations? 

Mrs, Posters They did in some cases. 

Mr. Arenst Do you have any information about coloniza- 
tion or espionage? 

Mrs. Poster: Espionage, noj only that the Communist 
Party trained workers and placed them in various areas in New 
England. 

Mr. Arenss What type of areas? 

Mrs, Poster: In industrial areas, mostly. 

Mr, Arens: Why? 

Mrs. Poster: So that they could work into the unions 
and try to get new members from the workers and build up the 
Party.. 

Mr. Arens: Is the Communist Party a political party? 
Mrs. Poster: I wouldn't call it a political party at 

all. 

Mr. Arens: It is a conspiracy? 



Mrs. Foster: I would call it a conspiracy. 

Mr. Arens: What did you do in the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: I tried not to do anything to help the 
communists except to gather information and to do just as much 
as I had to do in order to get that information. In many cases, 
I tried to sabotage their efforts. When I was given several 
thousand leaflets to distribute, I would bum them. I would 
never send anything out that I was asked to send out. 

Mr. Arens: Do you have any information about the 
dissemination of foreign communist propaganda in the New England 
area? 

Mrs. Foster: I don't know how to answer that. 
Mr. Arens: If you don't, Just say it is an operation 
you didn't know about, Just like espionage. 
Mrs. Foster: No. 

Mr. Arens: All right, how many fronts were there up 
there? Were there a number of fronts operating or did they 
operate principally through non-communist organizations. 

Mrs. Foster: Well, they had a lot of different fronts. 

Mr. Arens: You mean organizations they made up and 
gave names to? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. Well, there were quite a list of 

those. 

Mr. Arens: Have you got a list of those? 
Mrs. Foster: No. 
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Mr. Arena: What are some of them that were fronts? 

Mrs. Poster: Well, a Friends Society or something 

in Boston. 

Mr. Arens: That Isn't the Friends Church, not the 

Quaker church? 

Mrs. Foster: That was one. The Quakers were brought 
into this business near the endj but it was more or less the 
progressive party, it would be mostly nationality groups. 

Mr. Arens: That is fine. . What was some of the work 
of the Communist Party among some of the nationality groups* 

Mrs. Poster: Well, I attended some place in Boston, 
I have a list here somewhere that was a nationality group, the 
Communist Party headquarters in Roxford were held. 
Mr. Arens: What was the name of it? 
Mrs. Foster: That is the one where I met so many 
people, the negro boy from M.I.T. It is in here, I could look 
it up later. 

Mr. Arens: Do you have any information, Mrs. Foster, 
about heavy contributors to the Communist Party who themselves 
may not have been communists? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, there are quite a few of those. 

Mr. Arena: What information do you have about sub- 
stantial funds coming in to the Partyj by what devices do they 
get it? 

Mrs. Foster: Well, they often ask me to try to 
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influence or get in with some of the top people in the state, 
which I always refused. 

Mr, Arens: Who were not communist? 

Mrs. Foster: who were not communist. 

Mr. Arens: Now, Mrs. Foster, we have covered the 
persons known by you to have been communists in the Nashua 
group and the state committee. Now, is there another entity of 
the Communist Party concerning which you have information about 
people who are members? 

Mrs. Foster: I do know of other members in the state 
of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens x All right, kindly tell us them and a word 
of description about them. 

Mrs. Fester i Charley Theodore, who was in the grocery 
business. He was of a large grocery family there in Manchester 
and after attending a few meetings he left and went to Boston 
and conducted a business down there. 

Mr. Arens: Did he join the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster: He was a member. 

Mr. Arens: Was he a member in Boston too? 

Mrs. Foster.: He had not resigned when he left for 

Boston. 

Mr. Arena: How did you know he was a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. Fosters I know him to be a member of the 
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Communist Party because he was asked for opinions at closed: 
Communist Party meetings. 

Mr. Arens: He attended closed Party meetings? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes. 

Mr. Arens: Did you attend meetings of any other 
groups other than those you were officially identified with?' 
Mrs. Poster: Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens: Then proceed that way. Take your Manchester 
group and Boston group. 

Mrs. Foster: I never attended a closed Community 
Party meeting in Manchester because they were held by themselvesj 
but I did attend a meeting at which all those members were 
present and Elisabeth Qurley Plynn was a speaker and was there 
for the purpose of recruiting new members and the members of 
Manchester were asked to bring potential members. Also, at 
Manchester was Jim Q'Donald, Jim and Ruth C«Donald, a couple 
who were active in the Communist Party in Manchester. I knew 
them at meetings and as workers of the Communist Party, and we 
talked over communist things among us. Also, Vic Dc^auw. He 
was active in the Manchester community as the communist group 
for some time and they moved to Laconla, New Hampshire and ex- 
pressed a desire not to have any more active connection with the 
Party | but I still went to 3ee him and he started a fish market 
in Laconia and I went to see him and collected, not dues but 
money from hlra on more than one occasion for the Party. He 
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wanted to be free of it and conduct his business safely. 

Mr, Arensi Now, are there any other names of persons 
known by you in the Manchester group? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, Blton Qustafsonj he was quite an 
active communist in the early days an* he had difficulties with 
his wife and moved away and sort of came and went. I heard aCbout 
him from time to time that he was back in town and I haven't any 
idea where he is now, but he was quite a communist at the time. 

Mr. Arena t You have mentioned individuals known to 
you as members of the Communist Party from Manchester, New 
Hampshire? 

Mrs. Foster* Yes. 

Mr. Arena j Were there any other areas or cities in 
which there were members? 

Mrs. Poster? there were members in the Durham area 
and also members in the Portsmouth area and Hanover College area. 

Mr. Arens: Were you told they were members in these 
particular areas? 

Mrs. Fosters Sure. 

Mr. Arena » Did you have any personal contact with any 

of the members? 

Mrs. Foster i Some of thenj not all. 

Mr. Arena i Well, let's take the first area you men- 
tioned, the Portsmouth area? Do you have any knowledge there 
were members of the Communist Party there? 



Mrs. Posters Yes. 

Mr. Arena: Who were they? 

Mrs. Fosters Well, the Chases were the main ones. 

Mr. Arens: You have already mentioned the Chases on 
the state committee. 

Mrs. Fosters That is right. Of course, there are a 
lot of them that I am sure were communists over there, but as 
I say, I can«t hack those up. 

Mr. Arenas Well, if you don't know they were members, 
say you vie re told they were members in the area. 

Mrs. Fosters That there were members in that area. 

Mr. Arens s You had no personal contact with them? 

Mrs. Fosters I had no personal contact with them 
other than I met them occasionally. 

Mr. Arens s In communist party meetings? 

Mrs. Fosters Mo, at other meetings or other gather- 
ings of the other un -communist party meetings. The communist 
party meetings I attended were mostly either in my own area or 
they were state committee meetings and that is all. These other 
groups, of course, met the same as we did in Nashua. 

Mr. Arens s Other than the Manchester group which you 
named, people you knew to be members of the communist party? 

Mrs. Fosters Well, the Goldenbergs in Berlin werej 
and Harold Home in Berlin. Those were the main ones up there, 
those three. 
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Mr. Arens: You have mentioned other areas in which you 
told they were communist party members? Have you had any contact 
with them? 

Mrs. Poster: No contact with them at their own meet- 
ings as members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens: Now, were there any members known to. you 
who do not fit into any of these other categories % that is, they 
were not associated in one particular section or group? 

Mrs. Poster: Well, the D'Orlandos, in Wilton, New 

Hampshire . 

Mr. Arens t H. W. !)»Orlando? 
Mrs. Poster: He was the Unitarian minister for 
Wilton and Milford. 

Mr. Arens: He was the Unitarian minister in Wilton, 

New Hampshire? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, and then there was Williamson, 

chief of police. 

Mr. Arena: Can you tell us anything else about 

D'Orlandos. 

Mrs. Poster: When I mentioned to them it would be 
nice if they would attend some of our meetings, they said they 
were all tied up with communist meetings in Boston, Cambridge 
area. They found them very exhilarating and they went down very 
often to these meetings. 

Mr. Arens: Is this Mr. D« Orlando and his wife— 
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Mrs. Poster: (Interposing) Reverend D» Orlando. 
Mr. Arens: Reverend D'Orlando and his wife? 
Mrs. Poster: Yes. 

Mr. Arena : What were their first names? 
Mrs. Poster: Albert D'Orlando and Pollj D'Orlando, 
a teacher at the Kendall School in Wilton, New: Hampshire . 
Mr. Arens: What type of school was that? 
Mrs. Poster: I believe it was a girls 1 private 

school . 

Mr. Arens: Do you know where the D'Orlahdos are now? 
Mrs. Poster: No, I don't. 

Mr. Arens: How did you know D'Orlando was a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: I knew the D'Orlandos to be members of 
the Communist Party because I was taken to visit them by Elva 
Chase Nelson for the purpose of introducing me as a communist 
so that they would feel safe to pay their dues to me. 

Mr. Arens: And you subsequently collected duos, 
Communist Party dues from them? 

Mrs. Poster: From them, until this particular date 

here. 

Mr. Arens: Was it a generally known fact in Wilton 
that the Reverend D'Orlando was a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: I believe it was pretty widely known 
that he was a radical; although, I doubt very much if the people 



29 

la town knew that he was a oard bearing communist or ha would 
hava baan out long bafora. They did gat down to it after a 
while. 

Nr. Arenas Was he removed from hie church for Com- 
munist Party activity? 

Mrs. foster i His radlealness. 

Nr. . Arena t Mow, are there any other members of the 
Communist Party who were known to you aa such In the state of 
New Hampshire, who are not mentioned? 

Nra. Footer i Yee, there Is another oouple, very big 
time communists. They were Just living In Nashua. 

Nr. Arenst Do you recall their name? 

Nra. Footer i It Is a very short name. I don't recall. 

Nr. Arena i Were there any other persons In the New 
En g l a n d area whom you have not mentioned, who were known to you 
aa members of the Communist Party? 

Nra. Foster i Then the Cerasolis, Nose and Virginia 
Cerasoli, were told to me by Blva Chase Nelson as being head 
of the Communist Party In Vermont. Also, they were Invited to 
meetings in New Hampshire. 

Nr. Arenst Did they ever attend the meetings? 

Nra. Fee ten Z would like to say they were Invited 
to our Communist meetings in New Hampshire but because of the 
distance they were not able to attend at the ones I attended. 

Nr. Arena i were there any other members of the 



Communist Party in New England? 

Mrs. Posters That is what Z an going through now. 
Another one was Jacob Zida. 

Mr. Arenas He was disassociated from the Party? 

Mrs. Fosters Well* he lived away out in the country. 
He was a single man and he was not a member of any particular 
group. 

Mr. Arenas Did you collect dues from him? 

Mrs. Posters Yes, I did, and practically every time 
I was accompanied by Blva Nelson, she did the collecting. She 
took me out to meet him so that I could go by myself. We went 
around and visited everybody. 

Mr. Arena i were there any other Communist Party 

members? 

Mrs. Posters Hulda Hills in Keenef but Z never met 
her. Vie went many times to see i.er and Z never got there be- 
cause of diversions along the way. This was with Mrs. Nelson. 

Mr. Arenas You were told by Mrs. Nelson that she 
was a communist. 

Mrs. Fosters That is right, that she was a communist, 
that is right. Then Z was told this Chria Adams was a communist 
and he did appear at communist meetings only once, and then he 
announced to us that his wife was terribly frightened and that 
he would have to give up any activity. This was away back in 
my meetings with the state committee. 



Mr. Arens: Were there any others? 
Mrs. Poster: Roland Gray was at the time at the 
University of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens: Would he have fallen into the group with 

Home and that group? 

Mrs. PoBter: Yes, in the outlying district. I think 
he was from the Durham area and I think he took courses over 
there at the University of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens: This was Roland Oray? 

Mr 8. Poster: Roland Oray. He was a protege of Muriel 
Oravelle and I would like to say here John Connors, Harold 
Macey and Seymour Sargent were also proteges of hers. She 
brought them along with her from the beginning and brought them 
into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens: Harold Macey. 

Mrs. Poster: He was in Concord. 

Mr. Arens: Did you know these people to be members 
of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, I did, to my recollection. 

Mr. Arens: Were there any other persons in the New 
England area known to you to be members of the party? 

Mrs. Poster: Virginia Colter and her husband, in 
Ooffstown, were known to me in this wcy. They were employed in 
Concord and we were to hold a very secret meeting of the Com- 
munist— closed Communist Party meeting at their farm which was 
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in Qoffstown and then for some reason because of security 
measures or somebody else In their family, the meeting was 
cancelled. 

Mr. Arenas All right, are there any others? 

Mrs. Fosters Julie and Davl^ Taylor were Identified 
as Communlts to me by Blva Chase Nelson. They were formerly 
from Keene and they were In New Hampshire for a short while 
and they left, I believe, to go somewhere else; however, I only 
Just met them once or twice. 

Mr. Arenst Did you ever know anyone by the name of 
Philip DeNauw? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. 

Mr. Arenst Did you know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster t He was identified to me as a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arenst By whom? 

Mrs. Foster t By communists. 

Mr. Arenst Were there any other individuals in the 
New England area known to you to be members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Poster t Other than these people in Nashua? 
Mr. Arenst Yes. 

Mrs. Fostert Buei.c Wirkklla was an old time communist 
and a friend and neighbor of Elva Chase Nelson, near Washington, 
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Mew Hampshire. He attended a few meetings but was not very 
aetive in the Party at the time Z was in. And the Karanlkas 
family in Oof fs town, New Hampshire, mother and father and two 
children, all communists. 

Nr. Arena t Do you recall the children's names? 

Mrs. Fosters Alice and Ann* tf^anlkas. They were 
the children of Mr. and Mrs. Karanikas and they worked with us 
as communists. 

Mr. Arenst And you knew them as communists? 

Mrs. Posters Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arenst Does that cover the field pretty well? 

» 

Are there any others? 

Mrs. Posters The three in Nashua. 

Mr. Arenst You have previously mentioned members of 
the Communist Party in Nashua group. Since you have named 
those, have any others come to your mind? 

Mrs. Foster t Yes. 

Mr. Arenst Who are they? 

Mrs. Fostert Mr. and Mrs. George O'Brien were an 
old couple on relief, whom X was delegated to collect dues 
from when they didn't have enough money to buy their own bread. 
When I mentioned to our state chairman that they didn't have 
very much and it might be nice if we sort of skipped the dues, 
she said that that was one of the things the Party did not do, 
so I was to oolleot the dues anyway, so on more than one oc- 
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casion I didn't collect the dues and put In my own money. 

Nr. Arena » What were the dues; what percentage of the 

Income? 

Mrs. Foster t X believe they are In sections. Some- 
body in a very high position paid more than a worker, 35** # I 
oelieve; and then I think it was a dollar for somebody like me. 

Mr. Arenst What were some of the functions of the 

Communist Party? 

Mrs. Fostert One of them was to bring the boys back 

from Korea. 

Mr. Arenst What did you do on that? 

Mrs. Foster i we passed out leaflets on everything. 
We made them up or they were brought to us from Boston or we 
made them. 

Mr. Arenst Where did you make them? 

Mrs. Foster: In the early days, we made them on Joy 
Clark's mimeograph machine that she had brought with her and 
then passed them out; passed them out at night so nobody would 
see us do it. It was different up there than it was in Boston, 
you see. If anybody did anything out like that, they stood out 
like a sore thumb. It is Just a small town. 

Mr. Arenst Where did they keep her mimeograph machine? 

Mrs. Fostert She kept It at Mike Biturnis' house to 
start with. 

Mr. Arenst A known member of the Communist Party? 



35 

Mrs. Foster: Yes. Later on, there was one that 
belonged to the state group that was kept at the home of the 
Dobrowolskls in Nashua and we used that. One of the things, one 
of the campaign's we ran and for which I got arrested for, was 
an unemployment campaign on unemployment to try and Bhow up the 
picture and to give help-- 

Mr. Arensi (Interposing) Did you write letters to 
your congressmen and senators? 

Mrs. Poster: We were asked to but I never wrote any. 

Mr. Arensi Did the other comrades? 

Mrs. Poster: They were given the information what to 
say. At meetings we were usually told we were to send something 
to our congressmen on whatever the present day issue was. 

Mr. Arensi How often? 

Mrs. Foster: Nearly every meeting we had. 

Mr. Arena: How often did you meet? 

Mrs. Foster: About once a month. 

Mr. Arensi What are some of the other issues you 
wrote to congressmen or senators? 

Mrs. Foster: Oh, all these bills such as the Taft- 
Hartley bill or the Mundt -Nixon bill, the McCarron -Walter Mc- 
Carron bill and I'm sorry I'm not very good at polities and I 
don't know very much about those bills. 

Mr. Arena: And the letters were sent and did they 
get sympathizers to write letters too? 



Mrs. Fosters Yes, we did. 

Mr. Arenas Did they also go see the senators and 
congressmen when they were back in their districts? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, they did. They had a large group 
for that, that was the time Chris Adams left us because he was 
supposed to drive the group out here and his wife wouldn't let 
him do it. At that time there was a parade and a demonstration 
here, and they were supposed to go and visit all the congressmen 
in a group to pressure them. 

Nr. Arenss To what extent did the Communist Party, 
during your experience, try to subvert our democratic processes? 

Mrs. Fosters Well, they would write letters and see 
the congressmen and send them telegrams and the like, and the 
Information would be given out at meetings. 

Mr. Arenss Was this political subversion of our 
democratic processes, did it Involve getting sympathizers in? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes. 

Nr. Arenss I want you to expand here for the next 
couple of minutes. How serious is the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Fosters I think people don't understand, people 
in this country don't understand that It is a subversive party 
that is working all the time to try to destroy the liberties 
that we have and the Government that we have. I don't think 
that perhaps we have the best Government in the world, but we 
like it the way it is. 
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Nr. Arenas You man probably it la not a perfect 
government! but there la no government better than this one. 
Nra. Poster i Well, it oan stand Improvement. 
Nr. Arena t That la right. 

lira. Foe ten But certainly people don't realise 
there are people trying to destroy what we already have and the 
gains we have already made in our government. 

Mr, Arena t By what devices did they try to destroy 
our governmentf 

Mrs. Poateri Well, they tried to pick on people who 
are down and out, or people who are in the low Income bracket, 
or people who are unemployed, and try to rally them into groups. 
They tried to get into ftaehua groups and tried to monopolize the 
meetings beeauaa we were always told to spread out and have 
people in different parte of the room and when a question cane 
up we ought to land on that question from different sections 
am if the whole group were doing it. The Progreaaive Party in 
Mew Hampehlre waa the Communist Party. 

Nr. Arena i Bow many votes do you have up there? 

Nra. Poateri In the Progressive Party? 1,000. 

Nr. Arena i Waa the leadership of the Progressive 
party controlled by the oommunists? 

Nra. Poateri Tee, it waa. 

Nr. Arena i Waa it communist? 

Nra. Fostert Tea, it waa 
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Nr. Arenas And they moved in end took them overt 

Mrs. Poster i X don't know whether you could say the 
Proge salve Party waa a Communlaty Party) but the people who ran 
the Progressive Party were all communlata . Aa a matter of fact, 
before we had Progreaalve Party meetings In Nashua, we held a 
Communlat— oloaed Communist Party to decide who would be elected 
to this and that, and what issues and what course we would take, 
so that we could landallde it. They talked to us a great deal 
about the fact that one of the main objectives waa to get enough 
people in public life so it would be a almple matter to take over 
the government. 

Mr, Arena t Enough people who would be sympathetic to 
the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, and enough people spread around In 
small groups, disciplined people who would be able to carry out 
their plans and orders at the time they might take over. 

Mr. Arena t Was there another individual in Nashua 
who waa known to you to be a member of the Communist Party, who 
was not mentioned previously? 

Mrs. Fosters Beatrice Dobrowolakl, wife of Eddie. 

Mr. Arenst Can you give Any additional information 
concerning her? 

Mrs. Foster i Yes, she was approached by Blva Chase 
Nelson and convinced to Join the Communist Party because her 
husband was such a good communist and she married into a family 
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of communist*, and she said she would rather not Join because 
she was catholic and the priest talked against it, against the 
Communist Party. But Mrs. Nelson told her that she was letting 
her husband down by not backing him up in his communist work and 
she finally talked her into Joining and afterward she told me she 
was very sorry she had because she really had not wanted to but 
she didn't resign. 

Mr. Arena t And she later resigned? 
Mrs. Posters No, not that I know of. 
Mr. Arenas As far aa you know, aha remained in the 
Communist Party. 

Mrs. Posters As far aa X know. 
Mr. Arenas Are there any other names now that you 
can give us of individuals who were known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party in the New Hampshire, New England area, 
excluding Boston? 

Mrs. Posters I haven't mentioned Oliver Williamson, 
chief of police, who was a former member of the Conenmxat Party. 
The only contact I had with him was a trip that I made with 
Elva Chase Nelson to go and visit him in the town of Oreenville, 
New Hampshire, and after getting there we found he had taken 
a Job aa chief of police in Mil ford. Then we drove to Mil ford 
and while outside the police station, Elva decided it was a 
little too risky to go and see him because of his Job. 
Nr. Arenas So he was not contacted? 
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Mrs. Fosters He was not contacted by us on this trip) 
but he was mads known to mo as a communist at that time. 

Nr. Arensi That concludes the names of Individuals 
in that area who were known to you to be members of the Communist 
Party. Would you give us, briefly, the organizational structure 
of the Party there In New England? 

Mrs. Poster : Well, we had a state committee and It 
was broken down Into the major cities of New Hampshire and In 
those cities we had branches. 

Mr. Arensi Was the state a part of a larger group? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, It was part of the Boston District. 
It was controlled by the Boston District. 

Mr. Arenst That was known as District 1, with head- 
quarters In Boston, is that correct? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, in the Little Building in Boston. 

Mr. Arens: During the time you were a member of the 
Party, did you happen to have contact with any members of the 
District 1 Committee of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: I did. 

Mr. Arens: In connection with your duties as a 
member of the state committee of New Hampshire, did you have 
contact with District 1 headquarters in Boston? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, I did. Many of them came to 
New Hampshire and on many occasions pioked me up and drove me 
to closed communist meetings. 



Mr. Arensi In New Hampshire? 
Mrs, Poster t In New Hampshire. 
Mr. Arensi Can you give us names of individuals on 
the District Committee. 

Mrs. Foster t Manuel Blum, who was more or lees in; 
onarge of activities in New Hampshire and gave orders to- the 
Nashua group, and he was the district organizer for Wetrict 1 
end »• worked with him on moat all occasions. 

Mr. Arenas Were there any other members of District 1 
with whom you are familiar? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, people who came up with Daniel 
Boone Shirraer, Jef.C White, and Burlec Tircpson, Dave hosenberg, 
district chairman. 

Mr. Arensi District chaixraan of the Coraaunlst Party? 
Mrs. Fosters Xn Boston. 
Mr. Arenas Did he succeed Blum? 
Mrs. Fosters X don»t know whether Blum ever waa or 
not district chairman. Rosenberg was icnown to me aa chairman 
of the Communist Party in Boston— -Dave Rosenberg. 

Mr. Arenas Was Dave Rosenberg on the district com- 
mittee as a representative from Boston? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, he would have been on it because 
tie was chairaen of that whole area of the Communist Party. 
Nr. Arensi In Boston? 
Mrs. Fosters In Boston. 
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(Whereupon the proceedings were adjourned at 12:15 
o'clock, to reconvene at li30 o'clock p.m.) 

Room 226 House of Representatives, 
Un-American Activities Committee, 
Washington, D. C. 

The proceedings were resumed at It 30 o'clock p.m., 
and the interrogation continued as follows t 

Mr. Arena « Can you give us any other names of in- 
dividuals on the Boston district oonmittee? 

Mrs. Poateri Yes, Hugo DeOregory. 

Mr. Arena j What section of the Communist Party did 
he represent on the district committee? 

Mrs. Poster: When I first knew him he was on the 
educational end of it. 

Mr. Arena t Educational director? 

Mrs. Foster: Educational director. 

Mr. Arena: For the entire district? 

Mrs. Foster: For the district. At least, he went 
many placee I knew of to conduct courses. 

Mr. Arena: Where was he from? 

Mrs. Foster: I think he was from Worcester, originally. 
Mr. Arens: Where did he reside when you knew him? 
Mrs. Foster: Over there. 
Mr. Arens: Over where? 
Mrs. Foster: In Worcester. 
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Mr, Arens: He resided In Worcester? 
Mrs. Poster j I believe so. 

Mr. Arens: Did he ever reside in New Hampshire? 
Mrs. Foster; Yes, he did. He finally moved to New 

Hampshire . 

Mr, Arens: And after he moved to New Hampshire, did 

he attend Comraunist Pnrty meetings in New Hampshire? 
Mrs. Poster: Yes, he did. 

Mr. Arens: As well as being on the district committee? 
Mrs. Foster: Yes. 

Mr, Arens: What particular group was he in in New 

Hampshire? 

Mrs. Poster: He was with the Nashua group. You see 
he spent a ^reat deal of time in the Debrowoleki home because 
he was getting ready to marry Louise Debrowolski. Therefore, 
he spent a great deal of time in Nashua at the meetings and 
giving lessons. 

Mr. Arens: In connection with Hugo DeOregory, do you 
recall any conversation you had with him concerningAmtorg 
officials? 

Mrs. F03ter: He said thatAmtorg officials didn't 
have anything to do with the CP in this country, that they get 
all their Information or whatever they might use, directly from 
Russia and that v/e had enough trouble over here without having 

them in our hair too. 
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Mr, Arenas Can you think of an^thin^ else concerning 
Hugo DeOregory? 

Mrs* Fosters That ho drove :ne around fo^ quite some 
long time to visit all the comuunlst meobera, plus people that 
he would like to have recruiter. 

Mr. Arenas Did you consider fcla a well indoctrinated 
Cooraunist Party laeraber? 

Mrs* Fosters Yos # I did. He was one or the strangest 
I ever met. 

rtr. Arenas Oiie or the strongest Party saercbers you 

ever met? 

Mrs* Posters That I ever r,iet. He still ic today. 
He la one of the ones in New Hampa^iii^ who is 3 till active. 

Mr. Alalia s You think lie is a till active in the 
Coranuniet Party? 

Mr©. Fosters Yee, ne 1b. 

rir # Arenas And in addition to Huso DeGre&ory, can 
you mention any others who were .cnown to you to be on the 
district committee of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Fosters Aiuic Garfield vine another onej Fannie 
rwrtman was another one i*; the Bocton district. I believe Anne 
Garfield was either a secretary or an employee of the Communist 
Party headquarters in Los ton. 1 mot her several tiiaeo. Pantile 
Hartoan was a member of the Boston £i*oup ..ho was appai^ently 
assigned to watch over Joy Clark when she was in Ktshua and oiie 
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went with her to district meetings in Boston, which were held 
weekly, on Saturday mornings at 10 o 1 clock. 

Mr* Arena: Joy Clark went with Fannie Hartman? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, at least Joy Clark would tell me 
about the meetings she went to in Boston and how important they 
were and that they were closed to everybody except the top Com- 
munists in that area. I never vent to ons of thone because I 
was not in a position to &o. 

Mr. Arens; Will you please attempt to make a list 
of individuals who were knovm tc you to be cn the Communist Party 
district level and submit them to us at a later date? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, I will. 

Mr. Arens: We have previously discussed the Progres- 
sive Party. Would you please give us the names of individuals 
who were in the Progressive Party and :*ho were also members of 

r 

the Communist Party in New Hampshire? 

Mrs. Poster: All ri^ht. Muriel Qravelle. 
' Mr. Arens: Was she an officer in the Progressive 

Party? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, she was. She was the chairman 
of the Progressive Party. She wrote the Progressive Party 
paper which was sent out to all the members and prospective 
members over quite a long period of time. 

Mr. Arens: Who else? 

Mrs. Poster: She more or less headed the whole thing. 



46 

She had certain people who helped her, mostly people who lived 
in Concord, who were also communists. 

Mr. Arena: Who else on the Progressive Party? 

Mrs. Foster: Abraham Welanco was very strong in the 
Progressive Party and usually any suggestions that he had were 
eventually adopted and used as well as at the Communist Party 
meetings. Roland Gray, Harold Home. 

Mr. Arens: Now if any of these people held an of floe 
in the Progressive Party, would you please indicate them? 

e 

Mrs. Foster: At different times they dldf but I 
don't remember. 

Mr. Arens: Did Roland Oray hold an office to your 

knowledge? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, he did. I don»t know what the 
title would be but he went around getting members. 

Mr. Arens: How about Harold Home? 

Mrs. Foster: Harold Home was being active in his 
own area in the northern part of New Hampshire and he always 
came down to Concord to Progressive Party meetings and I think 
he was an officer. I am sure he was. 

Mr. Arens: Anyone else now? 

Mrs. Foster: Harold Macey, Jim O'Donald. 

Mr. Arens: These are all individuals you have 
mentioned previously? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, they are. 
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Mr. Arena: So, unless they were an officer, I am not 
interested in any particular detail concerning each. Just their 
names. If they were an officer, so state. 

Mrs. Poster: Elva Chase Nelson, Charley Chase, Oliver 
Chase, Charley Dobrowolski, Jr., Joe Bolis, Bill Bolis, Benny 
Maskwicz, Charley Beebe, the Karanikas's and Abe flrensonj the 
Colters. 

Mr. Arons: In other words, practically every person 
who was a member of the Communist Party was active in the Progres- 
sive Party too. 

Mrs. Poster: Everybody in the state, bar none, I am 

sure . 

Mr. Arcns: Would you. say the Progressive Party in 
the state of Net; Har.jpshire was just a front for the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, sir, I would. 

Mr. Arensi And as typical with the Communist Party 
fronts, they U30d non- communists as well ?.s communists? 

Mrs. Poster: That is right. Iney did and the people 
were just mildly interested and never knew they were communists. 

Mr. Aren3: How did the Progressive Party obtain the 
names of individuals who could possibly be contacted in connec- 
tion with the Progressive Party activities? 

Mrs. Fostert They got names through their members, 
through the communist members in various sections of the state. 
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people who had shown some inclination to be a bit radical or 
interested in the common man. We made up lists, each of us, of 
all people that we could think of that might, and some of them 
and, of course, all the ministers, were contacted. 

Mr. Arens: Did they use the pattern that is often 
used elsewhere of obtaining names of fairly prominent persons 
in the state? 

Mrs. Foster* Yes. At one of our meetings, Muriel 
Qavelle was asked to get a list of faculty memoers of the 
University of New Hampshire from the files in the State House 
where she worked in Concord, New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens: Did she subsequently ootain tnat list? 

Mrs. Posten I have no way of ioiov/ing whether she 
actually did or not, although I would assume she did because we 
had it. 

Mr. Arenst You did have a list of the faculty members? 
Mrs. Foster* We had a list. 

Mr*. Arens: Did you ever discuss as to youx» course in 
the event of war with Russia? 

Mrs. Foster a Yes, we did. We often discussed it 
among ourselves as to what we would do. 

Mr. Arens: And what would you have done? When I 
say "you 11 I mean the general Communist Farty members. 

Mrs. Foster: The general opinion that all the com- 
munists would naturally be on the side of rtussie in case there 
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was war with Russia. 

Mr. Arena t Do you recall any conversation concerning 
Russia and their progress in obtaining an atomic bomb? 

Mrs. Poster » Well, in the talk with Daniel Boone 
Shirmer, he announced that Russia did have the bomb and every- 
body was very happy about the fact that they had one as well as 
ourselves. 

Mr* Arena x They appeared elated over the fact that 
Russia had an atomic bomb? 

Mm. Fosters Very elated. 

Mr. Arenss While you were in the Party, the Korean 
war had broke out in June 1950? 
Mrs* Foster i Yes. 

Mr. Arenss What was the attitude of the Party con- 
cerning the Korean war? Who was at fault? 

Mrs. Foster t Well, I think they thought it was 
aggression on our part. 

Mr< Arenss In other words, they thought that South 
Korea was the aggressor? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes. 

Mr. Arenss Was the progress of the Korean war dls- 
oussed at Conmunist Party meetings? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, it was discussed quite frequently. 

Mr. Arenss In general, how were communist victories 
taken or American defeats taken by the Party? 
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Mrs , Fosters Just about the way you would, expect 
them to be. If it was a communist victory, the conversation 
would center around the fact that it was good, depending upon 
who was doing the talking and how much they did say. 

Mr. Arenst But would they appear elated over com- 
munist victories? 

Mrs. Poster: Well, some of them were and some of 
them weren't. They undoubtedly all were but we didn't get to- 
gether often enough to really be able to remember. I know that 
they did not approve of the Korean war and were very anxious to 
get the boys back almost immediately and tried to do something 
about it. 

Mr. Arens: Was their objective in getting the boys 
back just a pretext to end the Korean war? 

Mrs. Poster: I don't know that. 

Mr. Arens: Or were they sincerely interested in 
getting the American boys back home? 

Mrs. Poster: It was part of their propaganda. 

Mr. Arens: Can you give us a brief resume 1 concerning 
security measures exercised by the Party and how they changed 
from the time you went in? 

Mrs. Poster: In the beginning, cards were given to 
members, which they carried with them and when I became a 
member I was told that the information on the card would be 
transferred to onionskin paper and that it would be spread 
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around in various communist homes so that it wouldn^t be con- 
centrated in any one part and particularly in no home where 
there was anybody in public life. 

Mr. Arens: What do you mean by "public life." 

Mrs. Poster: Somebody who might be on the spot and 
might be investigated. 

Mr. Arens i You mean they would not be put in the 
home of anyone who was known to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Poster: No, I Just mean somebody that perhaps 
was a policeman or a minister or somebody whose records might 
be subjected or investigated at any time— nobody in the public 
eye, no one that could hurt. 

Mr. Arens: Ye3. Go ahead. 

Mrs. Poster: Later on, for security reasons, the 
cards were all called in and the names were memorized and these 
cards were destroyed. Supposedly, there were no records any- 
where except in the minds of the people that were responsible 
for their sections. The group meetings were broken down and 
became smaller, with just four or five in our state at a meet- 
ing, and the meetings were shifted from place to place as much 
as possible so that there wouldn't be any pattern. 

Mr. Arens: Do you recall if that at any time party 
records were maintained in the home of a sympathizer? 

Mrs. Foster: In the beginning they were kept in New 
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Hampshire they were kept In the home of Blva Chase Nelson and 
then she turned them over to Muriel Qavelle and then at the time 
Mew Hampshire started its investigation of subversives, it was 
decided to move all the records out of the lists of names that 
pertained to the Party into the home of a sympathizer and no one 
was to know who that sympathizer was. 

Mr, Arenst Do you have any other information concern- 
ing security measures exercised by the Party? 

Mrs. Posterj Well, at meetings we were told what to 
do in case of arrest and in case of being called before the New 
Hampshire state committee on subversive activities. There is a 
course of action we were supposed to follow. 

Mr. Arens: What course of action were you supposed to 

follow; 

Mrs. Foster: That was given to us at a meeting at the 
University of New Hampshire where we held several of our Progres- 
sive Party meetings. The course of action was to get in touch 
with Muriel Gavelle or Abraham Welanco or directly in touch with 
this lawyer in Boston. 

Mr. Arens i You can't recall the name of the lawyer 
in Boston? We will obtain his name and you can check to see if 
it is correct. 

Mrs. Poster: And we were told not to give anything 
other than our name. No information., whatsoever to police or to 
investigators until we had gotten in touch with one of these 
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people • 

Mr. Arena: Who was to defray the cost of counsel 
during one of these cases? 

Mrs. Poster i I can't recall the name of the organisa- 
tion which would furnish funds for people that were arrested. I 
will get that for you later. 

Mr. Arena x Did you ever attend a Bill of Rights Con- 
ference in New York City? 

Mrs. Posters Yes, I did, the summer of '49, and the 
people from Nashua, New Hampshire who went with rae. 

Mr. Arena: Name the individuals who were members of 
the Communist Party who attended the Bill of Rights Conference 
from New Hampshire and Vermont? 

Mtb. Posters Louise Dobrowolski, the Cerasolls from 
Vermont, Dorothy Chase. 

Mr. Arena j Any others? 

Mrs. Poster: That was all I have listed at the minute. 
Muriel Oravelle. 

Mr. Arens: Any others? 
Mrs. Poster: That is all. 

Mr. Arens: Was the Bill of Rights Conference a 
national gathering? In other words, did representatives come 
from all the United States? 

Mrs. Poster: They came from many parts of the United 
States. I don't know whether all over. VI to Marcantonio was 



54 

one of the key speakers at that conference. 

Mr. Arens i Would you say that the Bill of Rights 
Conference as far as the delegates from New Hampshire were con- 
cerned, was strictly a communistic gathering. 

Mrs. Postert Half communist and half Progressive Party. 

Mr. Arena: Who were the leaders? were they communists? 

Mrs. Poster: For the Bill of Rights Conference? I 
don't know them well enough to know that. 

Mr. Arena: Well, the persons who were responsible for 
sending the New Hampshire delegation, were they communists. 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, the ones that urged everybody to 

go. 

Mr. Arens: As far as New Hampshire was concerned, 
the delegation was a communist group although it contained 
other persons who were not communis ts? 

Mrs. Foster: That is right. 

Mr. Arens: What was discussed at the Bill of Rights 
Conference? 

Mrs. Foster: They had many speakers and most of it 
was on labor and on getting key people in the Progressive Party 
or Communist Party into good spots in the Government. 

Mr. Arens: Do you recall whether or not any Russian 
films were shown In the Nashua area? 

Mrs. Foster: We had one Russian film shown in Nashua 
that I recall. 
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Mr. Arens: Were they shown by the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, it was. 

Mr. Arens: Where was it shown? 

Mrs. Poster: It was shown at the hall right across 
from the Post Office in Nashua. 

Mr. Arens: Can you give us the gist of the film? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, the film was based on getting a 
yotmg Russian girl interested in going into Party work even at 
the expense of her life. The name of the film was Zoya. 

Mr. Arens: Who was responsible for showing the film 

in Nashua? 

Mrs. Poster: It was sponsored by the TWO. 
Mr. Arens: Is TWO a unit? 
Mrs. Poster: IWO is International Workers. 
Mr. Arens: Was it a unit of the International Workers 
Organ! zation? 

Mrs. Poster: They were members that belonged to it. 
I don»t know whether they had a complete unit. 

Mr. A r ens: What individual was responsible for show- 
ing the film. 

Mrs. Poster: William Valkouski. 

Mr. Arens: Was he a member of the Party? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes. 

Mr. Arens: Have you named him? 

Mrs. Poster: No, because I Just can»t remember back 
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far enough. 

Mr. Arena t Was he a member? 

Mrs. Posters I don't want to say he was. 

Mr. Arena j Was the Communist Party responsible for 
showing the film in the Nashua area? 

Mrs. Poster: They asked for it to be shown, decided 
it should be shown. We got the film through this man. 

Mr. Arena: Through what man? 

Mrs. Poster: William Walkouski. HUgo and I went to 
visit William Walkouski about it. 

Mr. Arens: Could you give us the approximate time 
the film was shown in Nashua? 

Mrs. Poster: In the fall of '49. 

Mr. Arens: Do you know where the film was obtained? 
Mrs. Poster: No, I don't. 

Mr. Arens: Was the film actually made in Russia? 
Mrs. Poster: I was told that it was, a Russian made 

film. 

Mr. Arens: Was it a practice of the Party to have 
members who were fairly prominent in the Party to drop out for 
security reasons j that is, they were to continue secret members 
and have no contact with the open apparatus in the Party? 

Mrs. Poster: That was generally done, and only from 
what I was told. 

Mr. Arens: Was it ever suggested to you that you drop 
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out of open circulation with the Party/ 

Mrs. Posters Yea, It was suggested I drop out for ray 
own good— drop out, yes. 

Mr. Arenas The understanding being that if you were 
needed by the Party at a future date, you would be available? 

Mrs. Fosters That is right. 

Mr. Arenas Who did that? 

Mrs. Fosters Louise Dobrowolski told me I was too 
nice to land in Jail and it might be a wise thing for me to 
leave the Party for a while and then later on about the same 
time Siva Nelson told me the same thing, asked me if I had con- 
sldered leaving the Party because it was getting a little hazard- 
ous to belong. 

Mr. Arenas The understanding being that you would 
just drop out of the open apparatus of the Party. 

Mrs. Fosters Well,, that was my thought about it at 
the time and my understanding. If they had an ulterior motive 
Z wouldn't know. 

Nr. Arenas Tou mentioned earlier instructions which 
were received by Party members as to the action they were to take 
in the event they were called before the New Hampshire investiga- 
ting group investigating communism. Do you recall any other 
information concerning that now? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, there were three or four people in 
the state of New Hampshire that were given instructions about 
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handling situations when somebody was arrested or oalled before 
the committee and they would contact people for anyone getting 
called; that they were to contact before they did anything at 

all. 

Mr. Arena: And these persons were to advise them as 

to their course of action? 

Mrs. Foster: That is right. 

Mr. Arena t Do you have the names of any of these 

individuals? 

Mrs. Foster: Mrs. Qlasson in Berlin was one. I have 
no record she was a communist. 

Mr. Arena: Do you have anything else on that? 

Mrs. Poster: The Boston lawyer would be available to 
anyone in Mew Hampshire needing a lawyer Boston lawyer being 
retained for defense of foreign bom. 

Mr. Arens: While you were a member of the Communist 
Party, Mrs. Poster, did you obtain any information concerning 
other members who were entering the armed services of the United 
States? 

Mrs. Foster: Harold Home. 
Mr. Arens: Was a member? 

Mrs. Foster: Of Mew Hampshire, was a member of the 
Communist Party and entered the army for his tour of duty. 

Mr. Arens: Did he resign from the Communist Party? 
Mrs. Foster: Hot to my knowledge. 
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Mr. Arens: Do you recall whether or not the Communist 
Party in New Hampshire sent a delegate to the Warsaw Peace 

Congress? 

Mrs. Poster: Not the Communist Party* the Progressive 

Party did. 

Mr. Arenst Which was in effect the Communist Party? 

« 

Mrs. Poster: In effect, yes. 

Mr. Arens: So that the Communist Party was actually 
responsible for the Progressive Party as a front? 
Mrs, Poster: In effect. 

Mr. Arens: Who was the individual who was sent to 
the Warsaw Peace Conference? 

Mrs. Poster: Brma Otto. 

Mr. Arens: Was she a bomber of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Poster: No, she would like to have been, I 
guess, and we talked about her, Elva Nelson and I talked about 
her becoming a member and we decided she talked too much and 
she was much too noisy to be a good communist member, so we 

never did ask her. 

Mr. Arens: Who paid her expenses to attend the Warsaw 

Peace Conference? 

Mrs. Poster: The New Hampshfre group collected some 

money . 

Mr. Arens: The New Hampshire group. 

Mrs. Poster: The New Hampshire Communist and 
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Progressive Party members were con tec ted to try to help out. 
We took up extra large collections at meetings to try to help 
her on her way and she went along with the Boston group who had 
funds for this particular trip. She was to come hack and travel 
around for the Progressive Party in the Boston area and give 
talks to Progressive Party meetings about what went on over 
there. Therefore, she was chosen to represent New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens: In other words, a sympathizer was selected 
to attend the Warsaw Peace Congress and her expenses were paid 
by the Communist Party in the Progressive Party in New Hampshire? 

Mrs. Foster: Members, you should say. Members of 
both. They donate money. You have got to say both. Joy Clark 
sent her $30 which she had owed her for a long time, and Joy 
Clark was one of the upper Communists, for her trip to Warsaw. 

Mr. Arens: In connection with your Communist Party 
work, did you ever have occasion to contact Individuals on Cape 
Cod? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens: Would you please elaborate on that? 
/ Mrs. Foster: I was requested to go to Cape Cod and 

spend a week at Woodshall to gather information on certain in- 
dividuals, there in that area. This was about August, 1931. 

Mr. Arens: Were you to attempt to establish contact 
with any particular person. 

Mrs. Foster: Yes, I was to contact Sylvia or John 
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Crane who had an estate at Woodshall and entertained communists 
during the summer months. 

Mr. Arenas Waa Sylvia Crane known to you to be a 
member of the Communist Fartyf 

lira. Fosters She waa. 

Mr, Arena i Well, can you give us a brief resume 1 of 
the activities of the Cranes at Woodehallt 

Mrs. Foster! Well, there ware whole families there 
from Maw York and other areas that spent the summer either visit- 
ing the Cranes or In ranted cottages in the Woodshall area and 
ware entertained by them, 

Mr. Arensi During this period of time you spent at 
Woodshall, can you give us names of individuals whom you met 
there? 

Mrs* Fosters Tea, I oan. Rose Rubin, 299 Riverside 
Drive, Mew York City* Bob and Teddy Goldstein, 126 Washington 
Street, Brookllne, Massachusetts! Helen and Warren Annatrist, 
and Jules Xaya, 433 Weat 34th streeti Dug Ferry, u. S. Office, 
Mew Bedford! Ruth Outraan, Camp Teenage, Frovlnoetown. 

Mr. Arena i •fhese are individuals you met? 

Mrs* Fosters I didn't meet her. X did not meet her. 
Z did net aaa Dug Ferry at the Cranes, but we discussed him. 
Te4 Shedlowskl waa one of the people who waa there and gave me 
the name of More** Appleehelbe to go and sea. Another one given 
to ma by the same man was Bruce Fischberg, who ran a restaurant 
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in Truro, Cape Cod. He was supposed to' be a friend of Richard. 
That was all I was told. 

Mr. Arena; Did you have occasion to meet any other 
persons there? 

Mrs. Foster: Well, there was John Crane and Sylvia 
Crane. The name of the place was Juniper Point and there rms 
a Mrs. Sydell and Alice and Irving Hi rah and two sons, Danny 
and BiZly, 140 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn 18, New York. Now they 
entertained me while I was there two or three times and I spent 
one day with them on the beach. 

Mr. Arena: Other than the Cranes, do you know any 
of these individuals to be members of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, I was told that. 

Mr. Arena: By whom? 

Mrs. Foster: I don't know if I got it from them or 
if I got it from the trial that was held in Boston. This Ted 
Shedlowakl waa on trial in Boston. 

Mr. Arena: But from your own personal knowledge, you 

do not know? 

Mrs. Foster: No. Ann .\eanna, nickname Fan, Fankuchen, 
Poly Tech Inatitute, Brooklyn, New York. Then Mae Markiat, 
just New York City, and the name given to me as aomeone coming 
the following weekend and a very important person, was Sam 
Pozen. Then I have a Mrs. Peck. 

Mr. Arena: Is this another individual you met? 
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Mrs. Poster: Another individual. 

Mr. Arens: At the Crane home? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes, the first night I was there. 

Mr. Arenst Do you have any information concerning 

her? 

Mrs. Poster: No information. I can give you more 
information on my visit there. 

Mr. Arens: Can you give us additional information? 

Mrs. Poster: This was all social, of course, except 
discussions and these people. The whole thing was social. All 
it does is just identify the time really, because two of these 
people were married while I was there and so ve had a party 
for them, the Goldsteins. They discussed Muriel and Cliff 
McAvoy because they disapproved very much of McAvoy divorcing 
his first wife and thought she was a lovely girl. 

Mr. Arens: The entire affair at the Cranes at Woods - 
hall was primarily social? 

Mrs. Poster: Primarily social. The middle part of 
the day was spent eating, drinking and sleeping or a trip to 
Martha's Vineyard. 

Mr. Arens: And you spent one week there? 

Mrs. Poster: I spent a week there. 

Mr. Arens: Did you have any knowledge of a profes- 
sional group of the Communist Party in the New England area? 

Mrs. Poster: Yes. 
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Mr, Arenss What was the extent of, your knowledge? 

Mrs. Fosters That there was one In Boston and in the 
Cambridge area. 

Mr. Arensi And would the individuals who would 
ordinarily be a member of the professional group in New Hampshire 
attend meetings in Boston or Cambridge? 

Mrs. Foster i Some of them would. 

Nr. Arenss Do you have any idea as to the size of 
this professional group? 

Mrs. Fosters I have an idea about it but having never 
been to one, X couldn't make it definite. 

Mr. Arenss What do you base your idea? 

Mrs. Fosters I think it was a very large group, pro- 
bably attended by about one -tenth at a time because of the duties 
of these people. 

Mr. Arenss You mentioned previously the Reverend 

D 1 Orlando. 

Mrs. Fosters That is right. 

Mr. Arenss Was he a member of the professional group? 

Mrs. Fosters He told me he attended meetings of that 
type in the Cambridge area. 

Mr. Arenss Did you ever have occasion to be arrested 
in connection with your Communist Party activities? 

Mrs. Fosters Yes, I did. The Communist Party in 
Nashua had called an employment firm for the unemployed in the 
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Vastrum tm, to discuss giving them help either financial or 
otherwise, and they asked permission to pass out leaflets and 
were refused by the police announcing this forum j so they called 
the police to say they were going to pass them out anyway and 
the polioe told them they would he arrested if they did, so 
they thought this would he a wonderful way of showing the public 
how the unemployed could he exploited in the Nashua area, so 
they called the newspapers to tell them what was going to hap- 
pen and Louise Dobrowolski called me and asked me if I would 
come down with my camera and take a picture of them being ar- 
rested while passing out leaflets, which this is one of right 
here.. So X agreed to do it and she sent her brother Bddie up 
to get me and took me down and deposited me on a side street and 
told me to walk up on the main street and to get ready with the 
osmera and take a picture of the first one I could get getting 
arrested. This Z did, and Instead of getting the picture, the 
two policemen carried me off bodily by the elbows and put me in 
a police ear and took me to the polioe station for a charge they 
had to think up for four hours. They can only hold you for four 
how* without charging formally. 

Mr. Arena t Were you formally charged? 

Mrs. Posters X was not formally charged. 

Nr. Arena i Were you detained longer than four hours? 

Mrs. Fosters X was detained four hours and then 
released because that charge they were going to hold me on 
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couldn't be proved and that would have been taking pictures 
for money on a public way. They asked me questions about how 
I was going to get paid for this picture and then the newspaper 
came forward and offered to say they had asked me to take the 
picture because they had been called about it, and I refused 
that, and Reverend Aros Murphy and a Unitarian minister from 
Lawrence, he was supposed to have been the speaker that night, 
and he came to the police station and saw me and suggested to 
me and my husband who had come down to get me out that we 
would sue the police for false arrest, 

Mr. Arens: Can you think of anything else on that? 

Mrs. Fostert No, sir. 

Mr. Arens: That concludes our staff interrogation 
today , Mrs. Foster, and we would like to thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Mrs. Poster. You are very welcome. 

(Whereupon at 3*30 o*clock p.m., the staff Interview 
was concluded.) 
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